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From the Office 

 

YRDSB Student and Family Surveys - Now Available 
 
The 2020-21 YRDSB Student and Family Surveys are now available online 
between May 26 and June 18. 
 
These surveys will provide the Board and our schools with valuable 
information about the experiences of students and families. Results will be 
used to guide Board and school planning to support student achievement and 
well-being.  
 
Students and families have received a link to their respective surveys by 
email. If you do not want your child(ren) to participate in this survey, but 
missed the deadline on May 24, 2021 to opt your child(ren) out of receiving 
the link to the surveys, please advise your child(ren) to not participate. 
Families who do not want to participate in the Family Survey may disregard 
the email invitation.  
 
The Family Survey is available online in: 

 Arabic  
 Chinese (simplified) 
 Chinese (traditional) 
 Farsi  
 English 
 Gujarati  
 Hebrew 

 Korean  
 Punjabi  
 Russian  
 Tamil  
 Turkish 

 Urdu  
 Vietnamese  

 
As our first partners in education, we value parent/guardian input and 
encourage parents/guardians to complete the survey. The information 
provided will be anonymous, considered confidential and kept in strict 
accordance with all relevant legislation. Please contact 
research.services@yrdsb.ca if you have any questions or visit the Board 
website to learn more. 
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Looking Ahead 

 

May 31        PA Day (Elementary) 
June 9         Virtual Discover Kindergarten Event (for students entering Year 1) 
June 22       Virtual Grade 8 Graduation 
 

Yearbook Orders Coming Soon… 

 
Get ready Cougars! Information on how to order a 2020-21 KPS yearbook is coming soon! Be sure to keep a 
close eye out because you don’t want to miss out on ordering one of our amazing yearbooks. Those of us 
who have been fortunate enough to have had some sneak peeks are going to tell you that it a very special 
yearbook and a wonderful way to remember the 2020-21 school year. 
 
Parents/Guardians – if you have some great pictures of your child engaged in remote learning at home that 
you would like to share with us for our yearbook, please send your pictures to the kettleby.ps@yrdsb.ca 
account and we will forward them to a member of our Yearbook Committee. 
 
Please note that all yearbooks will be distributed in the early fall. This allows us to capture and account for 
school events right to the end of the school year. For those students who are moving to a new school or 
heading to high school, we will be in contact with you as to when and how you may pick up your yearbook in 
the fall. 
 

 
 

Message from Our Trustee – Bob McRoberts 
  
Dear Families,  

  
It is hard to sum up this past school year; it truly has been a year like no other. Many of our students have 
been transitioning between virtual and in-person learning. Others have spent the full year learning virtually 
as part of our Elementary and Secondary Virtual Schools. Whatever option you have chosen, this year has 
been challenging and has asked a lot of all of us - students, families, staff members and community 
partners. We have had to be flexible and adaptable in how we learn, teach and work. We have had to be 
diligent in learning new routines and adhering to public health measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
And, we have had to pay more attention than ever to supporting mental health and well-being during this 
challenging time.  
 
This pandemic has affected different families in different ways, and I want to thank you for your patience, 
support and resiliency throughout this challenging year. I also want to take this opportunity to remind you 
that resources are available on the Board website, including community resources, mental health supports, 
tips and resources to support online learning, and tips for speaking with your child about COVID-19. These 
resources will continue to be available throughout the summer.  
 
 
 

mailto:kettleby.ps@yrdsb.ca
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Repository/NewsEvents/Pages/BoardNews/Coronavirus-Community-Supports.aspx
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/node/2348
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https://www2.yrdsb.ca/family-resources
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/covid-19/tips-speaking-your-child-about-covid-19-novel-coronavirus


 
Despite the challenges this year, we have seen incredible examples of student learning and achievement. I 
am incredibly proud of the determination, resilience, creativity and perseverance demonstrated by our 
students. I also want to wish a very special congratulations to the graduating class of 2021. This is an 
important milestone and while we are all disappointed that we are unable to celebrate in person as we would 
have hoped, we look forward to honouring our graduates virtually. Schools are working hard to make their 
virtual graduation celebrations a very special occasion. We are very proud of our graduates and wish you all 
the very best in the next chapter of your journey. 
 
I want to acknowledge the hard work of our educators and staff members who have maintained a focus on 
supporting students while navigating the challenges of the past year. Our staff members have shown a true 
commitment to their own learning in the service of our students, and have been participating in webinars, 
online training modules and other professional learning opportunities throughout the school year to 
enhance their own practices.   

Earlier this spring, we launched the Board’s Dismantling Anti-Black Racism Strategy, with the goal to 
“achieve racial equity in YRDSB schools for Black students and staff.” The strategy was co-developed by 
York Region Black community leaders, YRDSB staff and in consultation with students. Thank you to 
everyone who supported this work and participated in the launch. We look forward to continuing this 
essential work.  

The Board is preparing for the 2022 Municipal Election by undertaking a review of school board trustee 
electoral areas. The boundaries of the areas the trustees represent change over time due to population 
growth and changes in student numbers. We are committed to ensuring that, as the region’s population 
changes, electoral areas continue to reflect the communities we serve. Public input is important to the Board 
of Trustees during the electoral area review. Throughout the process there will be a number of ways for you 
to learn more about the review and to provide input. Information about the Trustee Determination and 
Distribution is available on the Board website. 
 
As was communicated to families in May, we are looking ahead to the 2021-2022 school year. Our goal is to 
create a learning model within the provincial funding allocation that meets public health requirements and is 
centred on the safety and well-being of our students and staff members. To help meet this goal, we are 
planning to implement a hybrid model of learning for elementary and secondary schools, a model several 
other school boards have been using during this current school year. Through this model, families will 
continue to have the ability to opt for in-person or remote learning, and placement for all students will be in 
their home school. I know there are many questions about what this will look like and what to expect in 
September. The Board continues to provide as much information as possible and has shared some 
frequently asked questions on the Board website about the model change for 2021-2022. As planning 
continues and information becomes available, we will provide regular updates. Please know that health and 
safety of our students, staff and families remains our top priority. You can also continue to find information 
on the Board website at www.yrdsb.ca and on Twitter @YRDSB.  

As we go into the summer months, I want to thank you once again for your support over the past year, and 
to wish you all a safe, healthy and enjoyable summer.  

As the school year comes to a close, I want to wish you and your families a safe, healthy and happy 
summer. I look forward to a time when we can welcome your children back into our schools again. We know 
that families have questions about what the return to school will look like. We will continue to share 
information with you as it becomes available. In the meantime, we encourage you to continue following 
public health guidelines and to stay connected.  
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Online Expectations and Responsibilities 

 

Please ensure that you have discussed and reviewed the Board’s recent communication, Expectations for 

Use and Behaviour, about appropriate online behaviour and the use of technology with your child. It is 

imperative that students understand and follow the expectations that are in place. This ensures a safe, 

respectful, inclusive and considerate learning and working environment for staff and students. 

 

Kindergarten Registration 

 
Kindergarten registration for the 2021-22 school year is underway. Children who turn four or five years 
old during 2021, live within the school boundary and whose parents/guardians are public school tax 
supporters will be eligible to register for Kindergarten.  
 
There are several ways you can register for Kindergarten: 
 

● Online - Families can access the online Kindergarten registration information at 

www.yrdsb.ca/kindergarten. It is recommended that families use a laptop or a desktop, rather than a 

mobile device to complete this registration.  

● By email - Families can download the Elementary School Registration Form at 

www.yrdsb.ca/Kindergarten and email the completed form to their school email address. Email 

addresses can be found on the school website.  

● By phone - Families can request support from the school Principal/Vice-Principal to complete the 

registration form on their behalf by collecting the required information by phone. Families can request 

an interpreter, if needed, during this phone conversation. Call your local school.    

● By mail or appointment. You can mail completed applications to the school, or request an 

appointment to drop-off your completed paper application form. Families are asked to follow all 

school COVID-19 protocols while on site. All permitted visitors must wear a mask.  

 
Please note, at this time, under our health and safety protocols, we cannot accept walk-in registrations.  
 
Once you have completed your application, the school will contact you to make an appointment to review 
and verify the required documents.  
 
Our Kindergarten programs are caring and welcoming where children learn through exploration, play and 
inquiry. You can learn more at www.yrdsb.ca/Kindergarten. We look forward to welcoming our new students 
and families to the school.  
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